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During the February Mee�ng I asked you to think about 
items that may be donated to be included in a "Summer 
Fun" raffle basket.  Our Spring Picnic will be April 25th at 
American Legion Post 6, 11am -2pm.  There will be more 
informa�on forthcoming.
I want to thank all of you who support the MOAA Advocacy 
efforts.  The key goals for the 119th Congress are: 

1.  Shutdown Fairness Act ( S.3168) which protects service members' 
pay during any future shutdowns.  The bill would ensure members of the 
armed services to include the reserve component, receive their pay 
during any future lapse in appropria�ons.  
2.  Improve and Enhance the Work Opportunity Tax Credit Act (H.R. 
6231 and S.3265) these modernizes the Work Opportunity Tax Credit; it 
is a nonrefundable tax credit employers can take for hiring target group 
members during the employees first year on the job, i.e. unemployed 
veterans and military spouses.  
3.  The Military Care Act (H.R. 6796) which requires the Pentagon to 
establish a digital system designed to improve access to care at military 
treatment facili�es (MTF) by providing a standardized pla�orm to report 
barriers to MTF care.  It will support all TRICARE beneficiaries but 
especially military families.
I ask all of us to con�nue the work of addressing the needs of our 
military families, veterans, and re�rees to both our state and na�onal 
legislators.



MOAA Take Ac�on Center -
h�p:/ /takeac�on.moaa.org

Legisla�ve -  

LTC Michael Galaty Jr, USA, RET
Legislative
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Father Chris has been assigned to two of our 
Diocese’s Catholic high schools as chaplain.  He has 
also done campus ministry at Stetson University for 
seven years.  While in seminary, he had a good 
friend who had been in ROTC at Marque�e 
University, where he a�ended.  He told him how 
important “his chaplain” had been in ge�ng him 
and his family se�led in their first assignment. 
Father Chris thought to himself: “I could do that.”
One thing led to another—and while his Bishop, 
Bishop Grady, was not excited about losing one of 
his young pastors to ac�ve duty—when he offered 
the op�on of Reservist--permission was granted. 
Father Chris was accepted into the Air Force 
Chaplaincy program as a Chaplain Candidate and 
was commissioned in 1985.  For most of his career 
Father Chris was assigned to Patrick AFB where he 
performed his ministry responsibili�es.  Ac�vated 
in 1991 for two months during Desert Storm he 
was assigned to Hurlburt Field, the Air Force’s 
Special Opera�ons Command.  In 2008 he 
volunteered for a 4-month deployment at Al Udeid 
AB in Qatar.  That experience included celebra�ng 
Mass for personnel in Saudi Arabia several �mes 
that summer. He served in the USAF Reserve and 
re�red in 2009.

The round table discussion included the following 
topics: 
How do the major and divergent faiths work in the 
military--Chaplain Corps and the Mental Health 
Professionals—work to keep the US Military the 
Most Lethal Figh�ng Force on the Planet?
Does Ones Faith Prepare our military—from E-1 to 
O-10--for Ba�le (Missions)?  How?
Experiences—as a Catholic father—with providing 
spiritual guidance especially in light of all the mul�-
denomina�onal and intersec�onality inputs.

Dr. Ricks and CH Fr Hoffmann shared their 
personal experiences and gave very informa�ve 
comments to the topics.

LTC Wicke� thanked Dr. Sean Ricks and Fr. Chris 
Hoffman for a very informa�ve presenta�on about 
Holy Month and religion in the military. 

LTC Wicke� asked if there were any correc�ons to 
the 7 JAN 2026 Luncheon Mee�ng Minutes as 
posted in the VOC.  Mo�on to approve the minutes

Con�nued on page 4

Last Meeting (4 FEB 2026) -

President LTC Laura Wicke� called the mee�ng 
to order at 1143 hours.

A�endance:  26

CH LtCol Chris Hoffmann gave the invoca�on 
followed by The Pledge of Allegiance. 

LTC Wicke� welcomed our members and guests:  
Dr. Sean Ricks and Elizabeth Lee-Guest of LTC 
Ernie Tauber

Lunch was served:  Chicken Marsala with Wild 
Mushroom Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans and Chocolate Cake for dessert

LTC Wicke� asked LtCol Twila Davis that the 
50/50 drawings be done at this �me. Then the 
members’ free lunch drawing. 

 LTC Laura Wicke� won the free lunch for the 4 
MAR 2026 mee�ng/luncheon.

LTC Wicke� asked LTC Michael Magee to 
introduce our guest speakers: 
Dr. Sean Ricks PhD., Pastor & Hospice Chaplain 
for Brevard County.  Dr. Ricks a�ended the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy and 
graduated in 1991 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Marine Engineering and a Reserve commission in 
the Navy as an Ensign. 
In 2005, he went on Ac�ve Duty and remained 
there un�l he medically re�red in 2018.  He 
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan and was 
forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan, aboard the 
USS George Washington.  Last assignment 
AFPAK Hands Intel Officer Kabul Security Forces 
and GIRoA (AFG). Following his re�rement, he 
and his wife, Keely, moved to Florida.  In 2019, 
he felt called to seminary and entered Regent 
University, where he achieved a Master of 
Divinity and Doctor of Ministry, both in Chaplain 
Ministries.  He’s worked as a hospice chaplain 
and now works as a hospital chaplain.  He and 
Keely lead an outpost of the Church of 1122 in 
Melbourne, Florida, out of Jacksonville, Florida.  
They have five adult children, six perfect 
grandchildren, and a beau�ful bloodhound.

CH LtCol Chris Hoffmann our Chapter’s Chaplain 
and pastor at Our Lady of the Lakes in Deltona, 
Fr Chris was ordained for the Diocese of Orlando 
in 1987.  Over the course of the last 34 years, he 
has had 10 assignments.  Besides being a pastor, 
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 as posted in the VOC was made by LTC Ernie 
Tauber and seconded by LtCol Jim Pugh.  Mo�on 
carried.     

OLD BUSINESS:
1. LTC Wicke� stated she and LTC Michael 
Magee a�ended the FCOC Leadership Conven�on 
29-31 JAN 2026 at the Rosen Center in Orlando. 
She said our Chapter had good sta�s�cs for the 
Advocacy in Ac�on par�cipa�on.
2. LTC Wicke� announced good news -that 
Maj Pete Durnell is not leaving the Chapter and he 
will remain as Treasurer.
3. LTC Wicke� stated the Spring Fling 
commi�ee is working on details for the event. 
Asking for dona�ons for a basket to be raffled off.

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. LTC Wicke� stated she took the grant 
wri�ng training and plans to write a grant for the 
MOAA program for $5,000.00. This would be used 
for the Veterans homes being built by Habitat for 
Humanity.
2. LTC Wicke� stated a poten�al way to earn 
money for the Chapter is to volunteer at the 
Interna�onal Speedway and in turn the Chapter 
would receive a % of the profits. She will find out 
more details and present it to the Board.

LTC Wicke� called for reports:

Secretary’s Report:  LtCol Twila Davis- nothing to 
report.

Treasurer’s Report: Maj Pete Durnell – reported 
the checking account balance as of 4 FEB 2026 is 
$ 1,788.90 and $ 1,257.80 in savings. There is a 
12/month CD #1 of $ 6,244.85 and a 2nd CD of $ 
4,081.47. Total assets of $ 13,373.02. Note: 
$2000.00 is earmarked for a JROTC Scholarship. 
Treasurers report is given for informa�onal 
purpose and is subject to audit.

Directors and Commi�ee Reports:
LTC Michael Magee-nothing to report.

2nd VP- MAJ Raul Gonzalez-excused. 

Directors
COL Jack Burtne�-Director- excused.

Maj Curt Voelbel -Director – excused. 

Last Mee�ng - con�nued from page 3 MAJ Shirley Burtne�-Director– excused.

MAJ Pam Ring -Scholarship Chair – nothing to 
report.  

LTC Mike Galaty -Legisla�ve Chair- nothing to 
report. 

Maj Curt Voelbel –Chief of Staff and 
Membership Chair- excused we currently have 
52 members. The goal is 60. 

CW4 Thomas Jackson-Community Rela�ons –
stated Barracks of Hope is accep�ng new 
packages of T-shirts and under garments and 
pre-packaged food items. 
Habitat for Humanity update on the homes for 
veterans- 2 of the houses have sides up. They 
are looking for volunteers to help.
Annual John P. Thomas Memorial Volusia Valor 
Days will be held March 28-29, 2026 at the 
Volusia County Fair Grounds. Volunteers will be 
needed to man our chapter’s table.
Volusia County Veterans Services Stand Down 
will be held March 20-21, 2026 0900-1400 at 
The Center at Deltona, 1640 Doctor Mar�n 
Luther King Blvd, Deltona

CH LtCol Chris Hoffmann- Chaplain-nothing to 
report.

COL Jack Burtne� – Editor –excused.

LTC Michael Magee- Speaker Coordinator-
stated MG Rita Broadway will be our speaker for 
March. 

Ms. Lisa Hightower – Surviving Spouse Liaison – 
nothing to report.

LtCol Twila Davis-Personal Affairs Officer- 
stated she sent a thinking of you card to Karen 
Wiltuck who is having some health issues.

GOOD of the CHAPTER 
LtCol Davis stated some of our members set up 
a table at the Deland car show on the 3rd

Saturday of January to recruit members and 
receive dona�ons for veterans causes.  The car 
show is in front of the court house. This will be a 
recurring monthly event. Members are invited to 
join us. 

Con�nued on page 7
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Membership -
Reason to be a Chapter Member— We Make a 

Difference!
We “Never Stop Serving”: Other Veterans — the 
Military — their Families — our Members — and the 
Community!
There are nearly 388 MOAA members in West 
Volusia County who are NOT members of our 
Chapter—You probably know several! While we 
applaud them for being members of MOAA Na�onal, 
we need them to help us carry the load here, in our 
communi�es--where the “rubber meets the 
road”! Do a friend a favor—If you know of someone 
eligible to be a Chapter Member, tell them about us, 
point them to our website membership page, and 
forward them this e-newsle�er. The larger our 
numbers, the greater our impact!
We are in the process of reaching out to these 
eligible and poten�al MOAA na�onal members but 
in the mean�me, we ask all of you to make an 
inten�onal effort to help exceed our membership 
goals. Happy Hun�ng!

If you are not a current dues-paying member of 
MOAA Na�onal, we encourage you to join by going 
to the MOAA Website - h�ps://www.moaa.org/
content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/ Informa�on on 
Premium and Life membership is described. When 
on the website, scroll down to join.
Maj Curt Voelbel, USAF, RET
Membership

From the Chief of Staff -
Upcoming Veteran events – Volunteers needed:
Annual John P. Thomas Memorial Volusia Valor 
Days will be held March 28-29, 2026, at the 
Volusia County Fair Grounds. Be sure to bring ear 
protec�on as the Ar�llary demonstra�ons are very 
LOUD! Volunteers are needed to man our 
chapter’s table.

Volusia County Veterans Services Stand Down will 
be held March 20-21, 2026, from 0900-1400 at 
The Center at Deltona, 1640 Doctor Mar�n Luther 
King Blvd, Deltona. Volunteers are needed to man 
our chapter’s table.

Membership Scam Reminder for MOAA Members.  
MOAA is reminding members to stay alert for 
membership-related scams, as fraudulent emails or 
online messages are some�mes used to mimic 
legi�mate MOAA communica�ons. If you receive a 
message about your membership that seems 
suspicious, do not respond—contact the MOAA 
Member Service Center at 800-234-6622 to verify 
authen�city. MOAA life members are never asked 
to pay addi�onal dues, spouses of deceased Life 
members inherit membership at no cost, and 
MOAA will not solicit spouses to join (though 
surviving spouses are eligible). Basic and Premium 
members may receive legi�mate renewal or 
upgrade no�ces through various channels, but 
when in doubt, verify directly with MOAA and 
visit www.MOAA.org/scams for addi�onal fraud-
preven�on resources. Stay alert!

Maj Curt Voelbel, USAF, RET
Chief of StaffVolunteers needed - 

Habitat For Humanity has started work on four 
houses for veterans in DeLand.  They are looking 
for volunteers to help build these houses - hammer 
nails, cut boards, plant shrubs, etc.  If you are willing 
to give your �me, please let me know, Jack Burtne� 
at dtboat@gmail.com.  

Nomina�ng Commi�ee.  We need members to 
serve on this commi�ee to get candidates for 
WVMC posi�ons for the coming year.  This is a 
short term commitment.  Contact Curt Voelbel at 
LgtCurt@gmail.com.

Spring Fling.  We need volunteers to help plan our 
Spring Fling, this is our casual get together or picnic 
in either April or May.  Please contact Raul 
Gonzalez at majgonz@earthlink.net.



Upcoming Meeting: 4 MAR 2026 
Following Mee�ng: 1 APR 2026
Upcoming Board Mee�ng: 11 MAR 2026
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Meetings are held at the DeBary Country Club, 300 Plan-
tation Club Drive, DeBary, FL 32713. Social hour starts at
1100 hrs., lunch served at 1145 followed by an inter-
esting guest speaker, then a short business meeting.

The next mee�ng, 4 MAR, will be held at the
DeBary Country Club, 300 Planta�on Club 
Drive, DeBary, FL 32713.  The meal will be 
pepper beef over rice plus vegetable, rolls, 
tea and coffee.  There will also be a dessert. 

The lunch cost is $24 per meal if paid by cash or 
check; $25 if paid with a credit card.  We ask that if 
paid with cash exact change helps.  The guest 
speaker will be WVMC member MG Rita Broadway 
(Ret); she will talk about Women in the Military.  
See Guest Speaker Bio on page 7.

Please bring your unexpired pantry items and your
donation of toiletries for Barracks of Hope.

Simplifying Life

 I read an ar�cle not long ago that 
said we spend the first half of our life 

acquiring things and the second half of life 
ge�ng rid of things.  I don’t think it is quite that 
neat of a division, but it is probably accurate to 
say that when you are twenty or thirty you 
imagine you would like a vaca�on home, an 
ATV, a boat, or other recrea�onal things.  It 
seems like you would get a lot of use out of 
these things.  As we get older, we realize we 
don’t have the �me or desire to use all those 
items we thought would be such fun.  Instead, 
they become more of a burden to clean, repair 
and insure.  O�en enough, that is the �me in 
life that we begin to ask, “Do I really need all 
these things?”  Maybe not.  
 I have also discovered that the task of 
cleaning out the garage, selling big-�cket items, 
or changing behaviors is not easy.  The task 
seems too daun�ng.  One strategy is to start 
small.  Do one thing each day rather than try to 
clean out the en�re garage.  In some ways this 
strategy is the best way to a�ain holiness too.  
If you want to get closer to God or make a 
difference in the world it seems impossible to 
find the �me to do so.  So, start with just one 
thing.  
 One man learned this process when he 
gave a year of his life to the Jesuit Volunteers.  
Having limited funds meant he couldn’t afford 
to have a car, so he took the bus.  He learned 
that this gave him quiet �me to pray as he was 
wai�ng or while riding the bus.  It also meant he 
had �me to share with those clients he was 
helping with the Volunteers.  Too o�en we 
believe we don’t have enough �me or money.  
Changing one thing can change your life.
 I have found that we enjoy having new 
things.  Pu�ng on clothes the first �me, 
smelling the interior of a new car and ea�ng at 
a new restaurant is invigora�ng…but only for a 
short while.  What we really want is to 

experience happiness.  We soon find that those new 
things no longer do it.  One woman started 
gardening, repairing old items, and shopping at 
second hand stores.  She discovered the same 
excitement and it cost a lot less!
 Think of one way you can simplify your life.  
You just might find happiness soon follows.   

LtCol Chris Hoffmann, USAF, RET
Chaplain

The Chaplain’s Corner -
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
LTC Wicke� announced: 
Execu�ve Board Mee�ng will be held on 11FEB 
2026, 1000 hours at the American Legion Post 6. 
Members are welcome to a�end 
Our next luncheon mee�ng will be 4 MAR 2026 
1100 hours at the DeBary Country Club. 
Mee�ng adjourned at 1337 hours.

LtCol Twila Davis, USAF, RET
Secretary

Guest Speaker Bio - 
Ms. Broadway was born in Wichita, Kansas and 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical 
Science from Kansas State University, Manha�an, 
Kansas. She was the first female cadet to receive 
an Army ROTC commission from Kansas State 
University in 1976. Ms. Broadway served over 35 
years in the Army and Army Reserve and achieved 
the rank of Major General before re�ring from the 
Army Reserve in June 2011. She commanded 
units at the ba�alion, brigade, and General Officer 
level. Her final military assignment was the Deputy 
Commanding General, Army Reserve, US Army 
Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), Ft. 
Monroe, Virginia. 

Ms. Broadway also maintained a successful civilian 
career while serving in the Army Reserve. She 
worked at opera�onal and strategic levels of the 
Army Reserve as a Federal Civil Service employee 
in training, logis�cs, personnel, and strategic 
planning. Before re�ring in June 2014, her final 
civilian posi�on was the Deputy Command 
Execu�ve Officer and Director, Civilian Personnel 
Management for the United States Army Reserve 
Command (USARC), Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. In 
these roles, she developed policies and 
collaborated with employers to address the 
challenges Reserve Component Service Members 
encounter when balancing a civilian career with 
the desire to serve their country. 

Her civilian awards include the Federal Civil 
Service Excep�onal Civilian Service Award, the 
Department of the Army Superior Civilian Service 
Award, ESGR Seven Seals Award and the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. Her military 

awards include the Dis�nguished Service 
Award with Oak Leaf cluster and the Legion of 
Merit. 

In addi�on to her work as a Florida Ambassador 
to the Women in Military Service for America 
Memorial, Washington, DC., Ms. Broadway 
volunteers with the Department of Defense 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR) Florida Commi�ee, where she serves as 
State Commi�ee Chair. She also con�nues to 
serve the Army Reserve as the President, Senior 
Army Reserve Commanders Associa�on 
(SARCA). Ms. Broadway resides in Astor, Florida 
with her husband, Garan. 

Last Mee�ng - con�nued from page 4



The Volusia Officers Call Vol 34, No 7, MAR 2026 Page 8

3rd Annual John P. Thomas Memorial Volusia Valor Days

March 28 - 29, 2026, from 1000 - 1700 hrs., DeLand, FL
Our team at WW2 Armor invites you, your family, and friends to join us for two action-packed 
days as we honor our nation's military and first responder heroes at the 3rd Annual “John P. 
Thomas Memorial Volusia Valor Days” March 28 - 29 at the Volusia County Fairgrounds in 
DeLand, Florida. The event is FREE and open to the public! Please be aware, this event 
includes tank salute fire demonstrations and World War II battle reenactments. Both will be 
loud. We highly recommend hearing protection, especially for young children and those 
sensitive to loud noises.
“Volusia Valor Days” is scheduled to include:
- WW2 Armor collection of fully operational WWII tanks, artillery and wheeled vehicles
- Florida’s Largest World War II battle reenactment
- Periodic salute fires from tanks and artillery
- A first responder touch-a-truck display
- Historic military vehicle displays of all eras
- Historian and author guest speakers
- Museum Row - displays by local and regional museums, historians and historical 
organizations
- Living history encampments
- Local and militaria vendors
- Food truck vendors
Hop on over and visit our collection at
ww2armor.org/our-collection
 to get a taste of some of the armored vehicles that will be operating and on display during 
the event. If you have ever wanted to see the WW2 Armor team in action, this is the event to 
attend!

WVMC  President Laura Wicke� was the guest speaker at 
the DeLand Daughters of the American Revolu�on on 
February 14.Her topic was History of Women in the 
Military. The mee�ng was held at the DeLand VFW.

DAR -
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Items to Note -
Free Meals
Those a�endees who win a free lunch from the
“ticket drawing” will only be able to claim their free
lunch at the NEXT meeting.

Check out OUR website at www.wvmoaa.org It has
a lot of information and links to useful information
for all vets. The website gives guidance about how
prospective members can join MOAA and WVMC.

National MOAA and the West Volusia MOAA
Chapter are nonpartisan organizations.

New name tags are available from MAJ Raul Gonza-
lez at the monthly meetings or by contacting him at:
majgonz@earthlink.net. The cost is $15.

The Perfect Venue For Special Occasions.
Partnering with West Volusia MOAA.

Committed to our members and veterans.
Contact:  Ms. Lynn Ribaudo

386-668-11705 x1 Lynn@debarycc.com

Notice: WVMC does not endorse any of the paid
advertisers.

If you are receiving this via U.S. Postal delivery and
if you have email, we can get the VOC to you more
quickly and at less expense to WVMC. Please let
the editor know your email by contacting him at
volusiaofficerscall@gmail.com


