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"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a 
more perfect union, establish Jus�ce, ensure domes�c 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, , promote 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Prosperity, ....."  These simple words in the 
preamble to our Cons�tu�on did not discriminate against 
any one group of people. Our veterans deserve as much.  . 

We, (MOAA) need to work extremely hard with other veterans' 
organiza�ons to ensure our veterans are provided domes�c tranquility 
and promote their general welfare. According to our Veterans Service 
Office here in Volusia County there are only nineteen homeless veterans 
accounted for. I suspect there are far more than that. We need to work 
�relessly with Habitat for Humanity by helping raise funds for their 
veteran housing project. We need to con�nue to support Barracks of 
Hope with their efforts to help homeless veterans transi�on into 
affordable housing. MOAA does a wonderful job advoca�ng for our 
ac�ve-duty service members and our veterans' benefits, but somehow 
the efforts to help our homeless veterans are not a priority. I encourage 
all our members to get involved in any ac�vity that would promote the 
well-being of all our veterans and work to ensure that no veteran must 
be homeless.
Lastly, I want to thank Michael Magee and Raul Gonzalez for the 
excellent job they did teaching the Air Force JROTC students about the 
Cons�tu�on.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our October Luncheon.



MOAA Take Ac�on Center -
h�p:/ /takeac�on.moaa.org

Legisla�ve -

A new Bill to save spouse access to medical leave 
benefits. A bipar�san Bill to be�er support military 
families will help ensure military spouses are 
eligible for key protec�ons that have posi�vely 
impacted the lives of millions of workers without 
an undue burden on employers.
The Ensuring Access to FMLA leave for Military 
Spouses Act was introduced July 10 by Reps. 
Marilyn Strickland (D-Wash) and Don Bacon (R-
Neb) , would reduce the qualifying �me for which 
a military spouse must be employed prior to taking 
leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) from 12 months to 90 days.
The FMLA signed into law in 1993 guarantees 
eligible employees up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-
protected leave for specific family and medical 
reasons.
To be eligible for FMLA leave, employees must 
have worked for their employer for at least 12 
months and worked at least 1,250 hours over the 
past 12 months.
Input for this ar�cle originally appeared in the 
September 2025 issue of the Military Officer.
How You Can Help
Signup for the Legisla�ve Ac�on Center to send 
messages directly to your lawmakers.
Call your elected officials today directly via 
MOAA’s Capitol Hotline at (866) 272-MOAA 
(6622)
When MOAA Speaks, Congress Listens
Do Your Part – Learn more about MOAA’s key 
advocacy issues and contact your elected officials 
using MOAA’s messaging pla�orm.

LTC Michael Galaty Jr, USA, RET
Legislative
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2025.

LTC Wicke� called for reports:

Secretary’s Report:  LtCol Twila Davis- stated she is 
s�ll taking orders for shirts and we are having a 
fund raiser- selling Freedom Bracelets $8.00 each 
please see her a�er the luncheon.

Treasurer’s Report: Maj Pete Durnell – reported the 
checking account balance as of 31 AUG 2025 is $ 
876.62 and $ 1,257.61 in savings. There is a 12/
month CD of $6,182.21 and a 2nd CD of $4040.53. 
Total assets of $ 12,356.97. Note: $2000.00 is 
earmarked for a JROTC Scholarship and $500 for 
Barracks of Hope or other Veterans charity. 
Treasurers report is given for informa�onal purpose 
and is subject to audit.

DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1st VP-LTC Michael Magee-nothing to report.

2nd VP- MAJ Raul Gonzalez-
1.  Stated there are new name tags available for 
purchase: new brass name tags for life members. 
Please see him if you would like to order one.
2.  MAJ Gonzalez announced there will be the 
FCoC Leadership Seminar/Conven�on at the Rosen 
Center in Orlando 29-31 JAN 2026. Registra�on is 
now open.
3.  MAJ Gonzalez men�oned a very good ar�cle in 
the MOAA Magazine that was wri�en by Pat 
Green, Surviving Spouse Liasson about the 
importance of checking your beneficiary 
informa�on on all products. 

Directors:

Jack Burtne�-Director- nothing to report.

Maj Curt Voelbel -Director –stated Volusia County 
offers a free service- Property Fraud Alert which 
will no�fy owners when a deed, mortgage or other 
documents are recorded using their name.  This is 
because property and mortgage fraud are the 
fastest growing white-collar crimes in the United 
States.

MAJ Shirley Burtne�-Director–nothing to report.

(Con�nued on page 4)

Last Meeting (3 SEP 2025) -
President LTC Laura Wicke� called the mee�ng 
to order at 1140 hours.

A�endance:  27

CH LtCol Chris Hoffmann gave the invoca�on 
followed by The Pledge of Allegiance. 

LTC Wicke� welcomed our members and guests:  
new member- LtCol Leo “Lucky” Kowatch, USAF, 
Ret, and guest of Ernie Tauber’s Elizabeth Grant, 
and guest CPT Barbara Ingram.

Lunch was served: Classic Chicken Marsala, 
mashed potatoes, green beans and cake for 
dessert.

LTC Wicke� asked Maj Curt Voelbel that the 
50/50 drawings be done at this �me. Then the 
members’ free lunch drawing. 

 LTC Ernie Tauber won the free lunch for the 1 
OCT 2025 mee�ng/luncheon.

LTC Wicke� asked if there were any correc�ons 
to the 7 MAY 2025 Luncheon Mee�ng Minutes 
as posted in the VOC.  Mo�on to approve the 
minutes as posted in the VOC was made by COL 
Jack Burtne� and seconded by CW04 Ted 
Seaman.  Mo�on carried.     

OLD BUSINESS:

LTC Wicke� stated our Chapter is s�ll in need of 
a Treasurer. Maj Pete Durnell will be moving back 
to England when the sale of his house is finalized. 
Maj Durnell said he will be happy to show the 
new Treasurer the du�es required of the posi�on.

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  Wicke� announced we will have a float in the 
DeLand Veteran’s Day Parade on Saturday 8 
NOV 2025. We will meet in the parking lot of 
First Bap�st Church, 725 N. Woodland Blvd, 
DeLand at 0800 to decorate the float.
2.  LTC Wicke� announced the Chapter will be 
having a Holiday Party on 6 Dec 2025 at Cooks 
Carriage House from 4:00pm-8:00pm. RSVP with 
meal choice to Maj Pete Durnell NLT 30 NOV 
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MAJ Pam Ring -Scholarship Chair –stated she is 
forming a commi�ee to review the JROTC 
Scholarship le�ers and SOP. LtCol Twila Davis and 
LTC Michael Magee volunteered to be on the 
review commi�ee.

LTC Mike Galaty -Legisla�ve Chair- excused.

Maj Curt Voelbel –Chief of Staff and Membership 
Chair- we currently have 50 members. The goal is 
60. 

CW4 Thomas Jackson-Community Rela�ons –
excused.

CH LtCol Chris Hoffmann- Chaplain- asked that 
we keep the families in our prayers that are 
affected by the shoo�ng in MN. He reminded the 
members of the 80th Anniversary of the surrender 
of Japan on 2 Sep 1945 ending WWII.

COL Jack Burtne� – Editor – apologized for the 
mistakes in the last VOC. He stated he was using a 
new program and is not sure what caused the 
issue.

LTC Michael Magee- Speaker Coordinator- stated 
the speaker for OCT mee�ng is Sara Owen, Unit 
Commander for the Young Marines, Daytona 
Beach; the speakers for NOV will be medical 
personnel that will discuss Holis�c Healthy 
Lifestyle.

Ms. Lisa Hightower – Surviving Spouse Liaison –
stated she contacted Helen Brandt -surviving 
spouse of our member Maj Harvey Brandt.  She 
stated Helen’s sister was helping Helen and that 
MAJ Pam Ring was also helping Helen. There will 
be a service at Cape Caniveral Na�onal Cemetery 
for Harvey-date to be determined. Helen requests 
a�endees to be in a military uniform or church 
a�re. 

LtCol Twila Davis-Personal Affairs Officer-stated 
she sent a sympathy card to Helen Brandt and has 
prepared a Resolu�on of Condolence to be 
presented to Helen by MAJ Pam Ring. She also 
sent a card and called 1stLt Dick Schuler a�er his 
hospitaliza�on for a broken hip.

Today’s speakers: LTC Michael Magee, LtCol Chris 
Hoffman, and MAJ Raul Gonzalez presented a
"ROUND TABLE” DISCUSSION: 

Last Mee�ng - con�nued from page 3
 Discussion highlights:
 As we all know, it is the military service 
member who is the ONLY U.S. government 
employee who takes an oath upon enlistment 
or commission, and every �me therea�er upon 
promo�on to ”… SOLEMNLY SWEAR TO 
SUPPORT AND .DEFEND THE 
CONSTITUTION AGAINST ALL ENEMIES 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC...".  
All service members who a�ain the rank of 
senior non-commissioned officer (NCO),            
warrant officer (CWOs) & officer and re�re with 
said rank bear this burden un�l they die. Even 
the POTUS' oath to office does NOT include 
the above language.
The United States Cons�tu�on was dra�ed at 
the Cons�tu�onal Conven�on in the summer 
of 1787 and signed on September 17, 1787, by 
delegates from 12 states to establish a new, 
stronger federal government. It replaced the 
Ar�cles of Confedera�on and created a federal 
democra�c republic with three branches of 
government. James Madison is o�en called the 
“Father of the Cons�tu�on”.  Delegates made 
numerous compromises to resolve conten�ous 
issues, including those related to 
representa�on, slavery and the slave trade. It is 
the world’s longest surviving wri�en charter of 
government and  serves as the supreme law of 
the land, establishing a federal democra�c 
republic.
 The United States Bill of Rights comprises the 
first ten amendments to the U.S. Cons�tu�on. 
It was proposed following the bi�er 1787-88 
debate over the ra�fica�on of the Cons�tu�on 
and wri�en to address the objec�ons raised by 
An�-Federalists.  The amendments add to the 
Cons�tu�on guarantees of personal freedoms, 
such as freedom of speech, the right to publish, 
prac�ce religion, possess firearms, to assemble 
and other natural legal rights. They limit 
governments’ power. These amendments, 
cra�ed by James Madison, were approved by 
Congress on September 25, 1789 and 
submi�ed to the states for ra�fica�on.
PMESII-PT stands for Poli�cal, Military, 
Economic, Social, Informa�on and 
Infrastructure-Physical Environmental and
(Con�nued on page 5)
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Membership -
Let’s welcome our newest Life�me MOAA member Lt 
Col Leo (Lucky) Kowatch, USAF (RET).  Membership now 
stands at 50 with 30 being Life members of MOAA 
Na�onal. Keep in mind our goal of 60 by year end so we 
have some work ahead of us.  Thank you to those who 
have renewed their annual membership and 
congratula�ons to those who brought in new chapter 
members so far in 2025!  Now the hard part - we need 
to keep up with these great efforts to retain our current 
membership base and bring in new members to the 
chapter.  We need all our members to recruit. There are 
many members in Volusia County who are NOT 
members of our Chapter, and many more ac�ve, former, 
or re�red officers and their spouses who are eligible to 
join—you probably know several! If you talk to someone 
eligible to join us, tell them about us, ask them to join, 
and point them to me using  that WVMC business card 
we hand out at our luncheons. Every chapter member is a 
recruiter--The larger our numbers, the greater our impact!   
So I con�nue to urge each of you to look for recruitment 
opportuni�es then strike up the conversa�on, and lastly, 
if they are an officer, invite them to our next luncheon. If 
you need help closing the deal, have them contact me, 
Maj Curt Voelbel @ 386-479-3400 or LgtCurt@gmail.
com

We should be proud of the fact that ALL our members 
are MOAA Na�onal members making us a unique 
chapter.  I encourage you to upgrade from Basic to 
Premium or Premium to Life membership by going the 
MOAA Website - h�ps://www.moaa.org/content/join-
moaa/why-join-moaa/  Informa�on on Basic, Premium 
and Life membership is described.  When on the 
website, scroll down to join. 

ANNUAL Dues will be collected at our October  
Luncheon/mee�ng.
Please make it easier on yourselves and our 
Chapter and pay them ASAP so we do not have to 
chase this over the next three months. You may pay 
by Cash, Check, or Credit Card. Over the phone, 
call our current Treasurer Maj Pete Durnell at 321-
443-6264. Thanks.

Maj Curt Voelbel, USAF, RET
Membership

Last Mee�ng - con�nued from page 4
Time. It is a U.S. military framework for analyzing 
opera�onal environments to understand the 
complex, interconnected factors influencing a 
situa�on and to help plan for opera�ons, including 
non-combat ones like humanitarian aid. While 
developed for military use, the framework can be 
applied to business or other fields to assess 
opera�ng environments.

GOOD of the CHAPTER: 

Col Jim Winter stated there is a small ceremony 
available for the surviving members which provides a 
cer�ficate and pin.

LTC Wicke� stated CW05 Bob Connelly is having 
surgery and to please keep him in our prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

LTC Wicke� announced: 

American Legion Post 6 of Deland needs a Post 
Adjutant -if anyone knows of someone who might be 
interested, please see her a�er the mee�ng.
Execu�ve Board Mee�ng will be held on 10 
September 2025, 1000 hours at the American Legion 
Post 6. Members are welcome to a�end 

Our next luncheon mee�ng will be 1 OCT 2025 
1100 hours at the DeBary Country Club. 

Mee�ng adjourned at 1356 hours.

LtCol Twila Davis, USAF, RET
Secretary



Upcoming Meeting: 1 OCT 2025
Following Mee�ng: 5 NOV 2025
Upcoming Board Mee�ng: 8 OCT 2025
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Meetings are held at the DeBary Country Club, 300 Plan-
tation Club Drive, DeBary, FL 32713. Social hour starts at
1100 hrs., lunch served at 1145 followed by an inter-
esting guest speaker, then a short business meeting.

What a month we have had!
We know this world is violent.  Those 
of us who have served don’t need to 

be reminded of that fact.  On 9/11/25 we were 
remembering those who lost their lives in the 
devasta�on of that terrible day 25 years ago.  
There were documentaries and other programs 
that recalled these events in the last month.  
Then, there was the shoo�ng in Minnesota that 
seemed so random, and yet we don’t know, and 
maybe will never know why a Catholic school 
with children was targeted.  
Most recently, there was the assassina�on of 
Charlie Kirk that jolted us.  America is supposed 
to be the place where all ideas can be shared 
and debated.  Yet, on that day, someone 
thought that the opinions of a young man who 
believed in God, in the sanc�ty of marriage and 
family life, and in living a moral life was 
somehow objec�onable.  He had to be killed, 
according to his assassin.  
I don’t pretend to know why these things 
happened.  I do know that evil takes hold when 
we don’t have a strong moral code to live by. 
Perhaps our job is to show the world a different 
way to live and to express our opinions.  Maybe 
we can show those who think violence is the 
only answer that people can agree to disagree 
and it doesn’t have to lead to violence.  
I pray that those who have experienced the loss 
of a loved one in violence of any kind might find 
peace and consola�on.  I pray too for those 
family members who have had a son or 
daughter commit a crime and are now in prison.  
They wonder what when wrong and what can 
be done, if anything to make the situa�on 
be�er.  
May we work for solu�ons that offer an 
alterna�ve to the violence we have witnessed 

and provide a pathway to a be�er world where all 
can live in peace.  

LtCol Chris Hoffmann, USAF, RET
Chaplain

The Chaplain’s Corner -

From the Chief of Staff -

CONTINUED  APPEAL: 
Maj Pete Durnell, our Treasurer, has done an 
excellent job keeping us financially sound and in 
compliance with Federal and State law as well as 
MOAA’s policies. However, at some �me in the 
near future Pete will be moving to be with family in 
England.  Therefore, we are looking for his 
replacement.  Because he has developed easy to 
use spreadsheets, Pete es�mates he spends about  
30-40  hours a month working the posi�on.  
Replacing him soon will allow for proper training 
and transi�on. If you have the skills and desire to 
help, please contact Pete or Curt Voelbel.

Veterans Causes: 
We support Barracks of Hope in Daytona. They 
provide transi�onal housing for up to 9 months to 
male and female veterans who have struggled with 
homelessness, addic�on, and mental health. Single 
occupancy rooms are provided, along with mental 
health counseling, case management, and three 
meals per day. Please bring to each luncheon 
“Hygiene Bags” filled with Toothpaste, Brush, 
Shampoo, Soap, Deodorant, etc. in a plas�c Zip 
bag. They are also accep�ng casual sport type 
clothing such as gym ware.

Maj Curt Voelbel, USAF, RET
Chief of Staff



The Volusia Officers Call Vol 34, No 2, OCT 2025 Page 7

Sara R. Owens.
Sara was raised in Fort McCoy, Florida, right 
outside of Ocala. A�er gradua�ng as an honor 
student in 1995 from North Marion High School, 
she joined the United States Marine Corps. 
Sara arrived at Recruit Training Depot Paris 
Island, South Carolina on October 3, 1995 and 
earned her Eagle, Globe, and Anchor on 
December 29th, 1995 gradua�ng in Platoon 
4001.
A�er bootcamp, Sara a�ended Aircra� 
Maintenance Administra�on School in Meridian, 
Mississippi before receiving orders to her first 
duty sta�on in Okinawa, Japan. In Okinawa, Sara 
was a�ached to HMM-265, a Helicopter 
Squadron, and par�cipated in a deployment to 
Pohang, Korea for five weeks.
Upon comple�on of one-year in Okinawa, Sara 
received orders to Pensacola, Florida. In 
Pensacola, she was a�ached to the Avia�on 
School as an administrator.
In 1999, Sara reenlisted for another 4 years and 
received orders to Cherry Point, North Carolina, 
a�ached to VMAT-203, a Harrier training 
squadron, which only deployed within the United 
States, to Yuma, Arizona. By the end of her 
second enlistment, Sara had given birth to two 
daughters and the Marine Corps was ready to 
send her to a deploying squadron, deploying to 
the Middle East. Although she loved the Corps 
and loved being a Marine, she couldn’t leave her 
two daughters, so she decided to get out of the 
Marine Corps. A�er eight years, Sara was 
honorably discharged October 14th, 2003, as a 
Sergeant, E-5.
For 18 years, Sara focused on raising her 
daughters and put most of her military life 
behind her and out of mind. During this �me she 
also, completed a Master of Science in 
Accountancy with the University of Phoenix.
March 12th, 2021, Sara found her way back to 
serving her country and joined the Orlando Devil 
Dogs Young Marines as the Execu�ve Officer. 
March 1st, 2022, she chartered Volusia Young 
Marines, closer to her home in Edgewater, 
Florida. Volusia Young Marines earned Unit of 
the Year for the Florida Regiment a year later, in 
2023. The Regiment consists of 16 Young Marine 
Units throughout the State of Florida. In 2025, 
Sara earned Adult Volunter of the Year for 
Division 2. Division 2 consists of all the units 

throughout the States of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina. 
April 2025, Sara was appointed North Regiment 
Support Officer and assigned 9 Young Marines units, 
to include Volusia Young Marines.
Sara is also an ac�ve member in the Marine Corps 
League, she joined the Captain “Tiger” Mayberry 
Detachment 658 on December 20th, 2021 and is 
currently the Detachment Adjutant (Administrator). 
A year later, she joined the Military Order of the 
Devil Dogs Sgt G.B. Reasner Jr. Pound 124 and is 
currently the Pound Dog Robber (Accountant).
Sara is married to David Owen who works alongside 
her and holds officer posi�ons as well in all the 
before men�oned organiza�ons.

Guest Speaker’s Bio - 

Habitat by Veterans - 

At our October Mee�ng, in addi�on to our guest 
speaker, David Seilkop will present a short (10 min) 
presenta�on of the Habitat for Humanity Veteran's 
Build Homes. The homes will be built on E. Walts 
Ave, just off South Boston Ave in DeLand.  
Wednesday, 8 Oct at 1100 is the groundbreaking 
�me for these houses.  This will be followed by a 
BBQ provided by Brian's Bar-B-Que. All WVMC 
members are invited and encouraged to a�end both 
the talk at the 1 Oct luncheon and the 
groundbreaking on 8 Oct.  Come out and support 
your community and your fellow veterans.

The next mee�ng, 1 OCT, will be held at the 
DeBary Country Club, 300 Planta�on Club 
Drive, DeBary, FL 32713.  The meal will be 
Salmon filet with teriyaki sauce plus 
vegetable, starch, rolls, tea and coffee.  

There will also be a desert. The lunch cost is $24 per 
meal if paid by cash or check; $25 if paid with a 
credit card.  We ask that if paid with cash exact 
change helps.  The guest speaker will be Sara R. 
Owens, Unit Commander, Volusia Young Marines.  
Her bio is on page 7.
Please bring your unexpired pantry items and your
donation of toiletries for Barracks of Hope.
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Photos from September luncheon -

MAJ Raul Gonzalez talking about the 
Cons�tu�on’s role in our poli�cal and 
military ins�tu�ons.

LtCol Chris Hoffmann briefing us 
on the Cons�tu�on’s impact on 
the social structure of the U.S.A. 

LTC Michael MaGee talking about 
the Cons�tu�on’s influence on 
our military and economic 
endeavors.

The September luncheon presenta�on was a very 
interes�ng discussion about the United States 
Cons�tu�on.  Several of the presenters were videos 
of college professors and several were members of 
WVMC.  The presenta�ons were very informa�ve 
and interes�ng.  An excellent job by all.
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Items to Note -
Free Meals
Those a�endees who win a free lunch from the
“ticket drawing” will only be able to claim their free
lunch at the NEXT meeting.

Check out OUR website at www.wvmoaa.org It has
a lot of information and links to useful information
for all vets. The website gives guidance about how
prospective members can join MOAA and WVMC.

National MOAA and the West Volusia MOAA
Chapter are nonpartisan organizations.

New name tags are available from MAJ Raul Gonza-
lez at the monthly meetings or by contacting him at:
majgonz@earthlink.net. The cost is $15.

The Perfect Venue For Special Occasions.
Partnering with West Volusia MOAA.

Committed to our members and veterans.
Contact:  Ms. Lynn Ribaudo

386-668-11705 x1 Lynn@debarycc.com

Notice: WVMC does not endorse any of the paid
advertisers.

If you are receiving this via U.S. Postal delivery and
if you have email, we can get the VOC to you more
quickly and at less expense to WVMC. Please let
the editor know your email by contacting him at
volusiaofficerscall@gmail.com

Second Dues Notice - -
Members are reminded that dues are now due for 
the year 2025-26.  The dues are $35.  Please get a 
check or MO to Treasurer Pete Durnell as soon as 
prac�cable.  Pete’s address is Peter Durnell, 319 E 
Victoria Trails Blvd, DeLand, FL 32724.


